
Dear Bob,

Thank you for your le�er.

-

Tom Beeler has NEVER sent me an advance copy of any le�er from you or anyone else, although it might be a good

editorial idea to do that when a person or group is challenged—so in the same space that person or group can give

a response. I am an on-line subscriber (as you can be also) and read the issue a'er returning from the BOS mee*ng.

Again, you prac*ced “Fire, then aim.” I it would be good to do some fact checking.

-

As to my running for selectman, it was just plain wrong for you to say I am campaigning when I haven’t even

declared.  If I do, may I post a sign on your property?

-

I will ask Dave Owen to send you the breakdown, but more than 50% of our taxes DO go to the Gov. Wentworth

Regional School District. If I am wrong my face is red. But I don’t think I am.

-

I too have paid a few dollars in taxes—for waterfront property here in Wolfeboro and, in addi*on, another

waterfront property in Alton, not to overlook our waterfront office (to the le' of Cate Park) in Wolfeboro. In Alton I

get no services—no police, no anything; the electricity comes from Wolfeboro. Here in Wolfeboro I send no children

to local schools and my home is not connected to the sewer system (which has been a money pit that you didn’t

men*on). I have never complained, as I feel that I am ge=ng a super bargain here in town tax-wise. I used to live in

Bev Hills where we had property tax, sales tax, income tax, and at one *me (not sure of today) business inventory

tax. If you or I were taxed at California rates, including RE, sales, and income we would each be paying triple (or

whatever) we do in Wolfeboro.

-

I and the other BOS members have been trying our best to do the right thing. None of us has much to gain. We get

$5K per year salary (no raise for a long *me), no re*rement, no health insurance. I wrote a check and gave my $5K

back to the town (a contribu*on to the planned Front Bay Park).

-

I am a member of the na*onal Society for Historic Preserva*on and have been following many restora*on projects.

None of these are easy. In my opinion our Town Hall is a poten*al gem, but others think the wrecking crew should

be called in. Differences of opinion are fine. If the taxpayers do not want to upgrade it, so be it. If they do, I am on

board and have even offered to made an addi*onal contribu*on. The Railroad Sta*on, now not in the debate hot

seat, was at once a microcosm of the same situa*on. By the way, I a�ach some RR info for your casual interest in

case you were not here when it was running (at a financial loss, but the town was not involved). Nostalgic.

-

To me construc*ve cri*cism is welcome, even highly desirable. However, a�acks that I and other selectmen are

poli*cal animals, etc., I believe is unfair. You might want to reconsider your wording in future publicity. Or ignore, as

you see fit. It is a free country.

-

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

DAVE B

 

From: Bob Lemaire [mailto:bob@overeasy.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2011 12:28 AM

To: David Bowers
Subject: Re: Bob Lemaire latest blast in the GSN, tomorrow's issue

 

Dave,

This isn't personal.  You sit in one of five posi*ons of power in the town and make decisions that effect me.  If we

choose to stay in Wolfeboro for the next decade, it will cost my wife and I a quarter of a million dollars in real estate

taxes. I'm not Bill Gates.  I have never paid anything remotely close to that before.  When we bought our place here

fi'een years ago, the tax bill was a quarter what it is now.

RE:	Bob	Lemaire	latest	blast	in	the	GSN,	tomorrow's	issue 	

1	of	5 12/15/2011	10:56	AM



Your recent speech on taxa*on made no sense to me.  I thought it was misleading and inaccurate.  Comparing

Wolfeboro to Claremont is ridiculous.  Sta*ng that the school district is the overwhelming majority of our tax rate is

just plain wrong.  The largest component is the town por*on.  Telling me that I should be happy to pay taxes here

because we have Cate Park and Parades?  The town tax rate is about average in the state, it's the fact that we have a

huge seasonal tax base that doesn't use the schools that keeps the tax rate low. 

If you want to give a speech detailing the need for specific expenditures and then ask for tax dollars that's fine, but

the premise of your statements is that we should be willing to spend - lets face it you men*oned Town Hall several

*mes - because we have low taxes.

There is ac*ve waterfront building in the neighboring towns of Moultonboro and Tu'onboro.  Very li�le is

happening in Wolfeboro.  Those towns enjoy much lower taxes than us and don't have the infrastructure issues that

Wolfeboro has.  It's not hard to imagine that lack of interest in new homes will mean so'er prices for exis*ng

homes as well.  I hear there is a company that is currently represen*ng 65 Wolfeboro residents in a challenge to the

recent waterfront valua*on increases in a down market.  That could reduce the base and translate to a yet higher

tax rate for everyone.

When I think about the role of a Selectman in addressing these things, I don't want to hear about Cate Park and

parades.  I want to know that the guy making decisions knows what percentage opposed his posi*on in the last

elec*on, what the actual tax rate is, and has a grasp of the rela*ve magnitude of the town's por*on of the tax rate

as opposed to our neighbors and the school rate.

The poor condi*on of Brewster Hall isn't an opinion.  There is not a single component of that building that doesn't

require hundreds of thousands of dollars to rebuild:  Walls , roof, electrical system, plumbing, HVAC, windows. 

That's a fact.  There are a lot of people who feel it's a bad investment, and failing to recognize that valid posi*on to

paint it as a cheap-out in a low-tax town is disingenuous at best for a Selectman.

So I'm going to keep speaking truth to power because I think we could do a lot be�er.   I am on board with a lot of

what goes on in town, and a booster for things like the opera*on of the WWTP, Pop Whalen, our Parks and Rec

program, the Municipal Electric in general.  I think our public safety departments do a generally good job.  You might

consider that I have legi*mate reasons for my dissent that are rooted in the experience that led to my financial

success in life.  I have bit my tongue over many of the peripheral things that have come my way in my Right to Know

inquiries.

I know you say you haven't decided to run.  Bet you a ham sandwich on that one.

What's most disturbing about this whole thing is that Mr. Beeler apparently sent my le�er to you, and possibly all of

the Selectmen, prior to publica*on.  I had reports from others about le�ers that they sent that were not published

yet the they found the substance of them addressed by Selectmen in subsequent commentary.  I didn't want to

believe it, but now I do.

Bob

 

Dear Bob,

I finally found your e-mail. I a�ach a note I sent to Tom Beeler this eve.

I hope you will so'en your heart. And, if you think that I have false mo*ves and the like, I am sorry to hear that. I

have spent a large part of my life and assets helping other people, mostly privately.

With respect,

DAVE B

 

Dear Tom,

Please forward this to Bob Lemaire. I did not keep his e-mail, although we corresponded at one *me. Bob is a nice
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guy in person, and I can’t quite figure out why he is so antagonis*c.

Dave

 

-

 

Dear Bob,

Via your le�er to the GSN, thank you for telling me that I am running for reelec*on. I did not know that myself! I

may or may not. I have not made up my mind.  Perhaps you should reveal your secret source of informa*on! Or else

do not publish more than you know. If I do run, you are invited to vote for me if so inclined! Or vote for someone

else you think to be more qualified and competent.

-

In my opinion—and you told me that you are well-to-do, live on the lakefront on Sewall Road, etc.—those of us who

have a few dollars should really be apprecia*ve of our low-tax status and the ameni*es we enjoy here in Wolfeboro.

I don’t know where you came from, and it is not my concern, but like as not, with a given amount of income, real

estate, etc., you paid significantly higher taxes than you are paying now.

-

As to my being a selectmen, I seek NOTHING from the town, no special anything. I am, however, beholden to special

interests: the men, women, and children of Wolfeboro, infants to re*rees, voters and not voters. As you are

obviously cri*cal of what I do, I invite you to close your eyes, do some thinking, and perhaps appreciate that I and

the other selectmen are devo*ng a heck of a lot of *me and energy to serve YOU and other ci*zens. And,

unbeknownst to many people, a number of us to a great deal of behind the scenes charity work and other help.

-

It is okay to be a knocker, but considering the financial and business success you have enjoyed and your present

financial status, it might be more beneficial to the town—and infinitely more rewarding your good self—if you were

a BOOSTER. We really do live in a wonderful town.

RespecLully,

Dave Bowers
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